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FPCUG Notes for January 2023 
      Editor: Frank Fota (fotafm@gmail.com) 

 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS (All Meetings Begin at 7:00 PM) 
Unless otherwise noted, General Meetings 
will be held at Fredericksburg VFW Post 
3103, located just south of the Route 1 
bridge over the Rappahannock River at  
2701 Princess Anne Street, Fredericksburg, VA 22401.   
General Meetings will also be live-streamed virtually using the 
Zoom video conference platform.  Workshops will be live-streamed 
virtually using the Zoom video conference platform only.  A link to 
join us via Zoom will be emailed to all before each meeting. 

-- Tues, Feb 7: FPCUG Board of Directors Meeting – Zoom virtual meeting 
 

-- Thurs, Feb 9: Educate Africa (an in-person and Zoom virtual meeting).    
Pictured at the left, Solomon Desalegn, Chief Executive Officer for 
Educate Africa stands by a stack of refurbished desktop computers that 
will soon be shipped to Africa.  Mr. Desalegn will be speaking to the 
FPCUG about his recent trip to war-torn Ethiopia and Educate Africa’s 
efforts to provide computers to schools there.  The FPCUG provided 
Mr. Desalegn a grant to refurbish and ship computers to Wollo 
University in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, one of many institutions looted 
during the war between the Ethiopian government and rebel forces. 
 

-- Photo courtesy of the Fredericksburg Freelance Star -- 
 
 
-- Tues, Feb 14:   
 
-- Mon, Feb 20:   
 
 
GENERAL MEETING RECAP 
Sherry Norton-Williams, a Prevention Specialist for the Rappahannock 
Area Community Services Board, spoke to the FPCUG about substance 
misuse among older adults.  One million adults aged 65 and over live with 
a substance use disorder.  In Virginia, opiod drug overdose deaths exceed 
automobile accident deaths as a cause.  Ms. Norton-Williams provided those who 
attended Lay Rescuer Training for the use of Naloxone (Narcan) that included 
understanding opioids, how opioid overdoses happen, risk factors for opioid overdoses, 
and how to respond to an opioid overdose emergency with the administration of Naloxone. 

mailto:/fotafm@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Veterans+of+Foreign+Wars/@38.3205863,-77.476137,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b6ea01bf369b13:0xc5e7e08dce2c203a!8m2!3d38.3183778!4d-77.4712783?hl=en
http://educateafricaweb.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Veterans+of+Foreign+Wars/@38.3205863,-77.476137,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b6ea01bf369b13:0xc5e7e08dce2c203a!8m2!3d38.3183778!4d-77.4712783?hl=en
https://fpcug.org/
https://fredericksburg.com/news/local/stafford-man-works-to-get-used-computers-to-schools-in-ethiopia/article_b552c2d6-69ba-5cec-876c-ed9d1da00690.html
http://clipart-library.com/newimages/happy-valentines-day-clipart-2-5.jpg
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/rcnGnB69i.htm
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FPCUG OFFICER ELECTION AND ANNUAL MEETING 
The FPCUG will hold its Annual Meeting on March 9, 2023, at 7 PM at the Fredericksburg 
VFW Post 3103, 2701 Princess Anne Street, Fredericksburg, VA 22401.  The annual 
meeting will also be held virtually via Zoom.  Access instructions will be emailed to 
FPCUG members.  The annual meeting is held to: nominate and vote for officers whose 
terms are expiring, approve the fiscal year budget, vote on issues that require the vote of 
all FPCUG members, highlight the accomplishments from the previous fiscal year, and 
discuss our plans for the future.  The FPCUG Board of Directors (BoD) is again looking for 
members who would consider running for office.  If you are interested in this opportunity or 
know someone who might be interested, please contact any member of the FPCUG Board 
of Directors.  Officers will be elected at the annual meeting.  One Director, one Trustee, 
and all of the Executive Officers (i.e., President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer) 
will be elected or re-elected.  The FPCUG BoD is proposing a change to the bylaws that 
would allow the BoD to operate with fewer members.  It is important that you attend the 
Annual Meeting in person or virtually to 1) vote for officers, 2) approve the new fiscal year 
budget, and 3) approve the changes to the bylaws.  See you at the meeting!  😊😊  
 
FREEZE YOUR CREDIT REPORT FILES 

Data breaches are an almost daily occurrence 
and the possibility of identity theft has caused 
many of us to pay for protection (e.g., Lifelock, 
Identity Guard, Zander).  Unless you are 
planning to open new credit accounts, placing a 
security freeze on your credit report files costs 
nothing and prevents others from opening new 
accounts in your name.  A credit freeze prevents 
everyone from obtaining credit in your name, 
including you, until it is lifted.  Bob Rankin at 
AskBobRankin.com says “You must place a 
freeze with EACH of the three major credit 

reporting agencies.”  In addition to Experion, Equifax, and TransUnion, he advises that 
you also place a freeze on your Innovis credit report files.  Innovis is number four of the six 
credit reporting agencies that Mr. Rankin says “…you should know about.”  He provides a 
list of contacts for freezing your credit files here.  Placing a credit freeze on your accounts 
makes identity theft nearly impossible.  There are other options that you can consider but 
none of them afford the same degree of protection.  For example, a fraud alert is an easier 
option.  The fraud alert is also free and informing one of the credit bureaus will result in all 
of them being informed and acting to verify your identity.  However, a disadvantage is that 
the fraud alert expires in a year (i.e., you must remember to renew the alert after it 
expires.  Mr. Rankin also advises that you do not consider a credit lock.  Credit locks are 
not regulated by the federal government and the credit bureau can allow insurers or 
potential employers to access your credit report files and/or charge you an annual or 
monthly fee after some trial period. So, if you are not planning to open a new line of credit, 
you should consider freezing your credit report files, especially if you are the victim of a 
data breach. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Veterans+of+Foreign+Wars/@38.3205863,-77.476137,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b6ea01bf369b13:0xc5e7e08dce2c203a!8m2!3d38.3183778!4d-77.4712783?hl=en
mailto:bod@fpcug.org
mailto:bod@fpcug.org
https://lifelock.norton.com/
https://www.identityguard.com/
https://www.zanderins.com/identity-theft-protection
https://askbobrankin.com/alert_freeze_your_credit_files_all_six_of_them.html
https://askbobrankin.com/alert_freeze_your_credit_files_all_six_of_them.html
https://www.wikihow.com/Report-to-Credit-Bureaus#/Image:Report-to-Credit-Bureaus-Step-1-Version-3.jpg
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LASTPASS USERS’ PASSWORDS EXPOSED 
I intended to write about a data breach that occurred at LastPass in last  
month’s newsletter.  The company reported on November 30th that users’ password vaults 
were not accessible.  LastPass subsequently reported that “…an unknown threat actor 
accessed a cloud-based storage environment leveraging information obtained from the 
incident we previously disclosed in August of 2022.  While no customer data was 
accessed during the August 2022 incident, some source code and technical information 
were stolen from our development environment and used to target another employee, 
obtaining credentials and keys which were used to access and decrypt some storage 
volumes within the cloud-based storage service.”  LastPass says that user password 
vaults remain encrypted and can only be unlocked with the user’s master password.  
However, the threat actor could attempt to guess the master passwords using brute force 
(repetitive guesses).  LastPass adds, “…it would be extremely difficult to attempt to brute 
force guess master passwords for those customers who follow our password best 
practices.”  It would be difficult to guess a user’s Master Password.  However, many 
people rely on LastPass or other password generators for website security but continue to 
use simple Master Passwords that they can remember.  Hackers might guess these 
passwords using brute force.  The first thing I did after being informed of the data breach 
was to change my Master Password.  I used an online passphrase generator that created 
a random passphrase, 30 characters in length, separated by symbols and numbers.  The 
second thing I did was confirm that two-factor authentication was enabled for all my asset 
accounts.  Two-factor authentication would require an attacker to also possess my phone 
to access my accounts.  Senior writer for Wired Magazine, Lily Hay Newman suggests 
that the significance of the breach and the company’s response warrant the choice of 
another password manager.  In an article by the same name she says, “Yes, It’s Time to 
Ditch LastPass.” 
 
NEW USE FOR AN OLD iPad 
I was recently given an old (2nd Generation) iPad.  Unfortunately, the previous owner did 
not remove the iPad from their account.  Without their Apple ID and password, the iPad 
can only be sold for parts.  If you have no use for an older iPad, there are some useful 
things that an unlocked device can do.  Writing for MakeUseOf.com, Christian Zibreg 
says “An old iPad won’t run the latest apps and games, but it can still be your remote 
control, digital photo frame, dedicated e-book reader, nightstand alarm clock, and more.”  
New features on modern iPads (e.g., Face ID, Live Text) require newer and better 
hardware.  Old iPads, like my 2nd Generation model, work well for single applications.  For 
example, many iPad models can run Apple’s Books or Amazon’s Kindle app for use as an 
ebook reader.  Older iPads can stand up to abuse and can be used as a young child’s 
entertainment center.  Many educational apps are supported under older versions of 
Apple’s iOS.  There are controller apps that allow your iPad to be used as a remote 
control for televisions, cable boxes, digital/streaming video recorders, and smart home 
devices.  Search the Apple app store to find apps compatible with your iPad.  An iPad can 
be mounted in a car to use as an entertainment platform, to reference offline maps, or for 
on-the-go photography.  Your iPad can also be used in the kitchen to view recipes and the 
size and resolution of most iPads make them ideal for use as a digital photo frame. 

https://blog.lastpass.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2020/04/logo@1x.png
https://blog.lastpass.com/2022/12/notice-of-recent-security-incident/
https://www.worksighted.com/random-passphrase-generator/#passphrase-generator
https://www.wired.com/story/lastpass-breach-vaults-password-managers/
https://www.makeuseof.com/tag/can-still-ipad-2/
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GIFTS THAT MISSED THE MARK 
Well, you’ve had time to use or store the gifts you received over the holidays and you may 
be saying to yourself, “I will never use this” or “I wouldn’t be caught dead wearing this.”  
Did you know that apart from phones, power tools, and electronic equipment, some 
merchants allow returns 90-180 days after purchase?  When looking to return a gift that I 
received, which I will not mention here, I found a useful article written by Anne Taylor at 
LifeSavvy.com about merchant return policies.  Ms. Taylor provides some general 
guidelines for returning products and extended (i.e., holiday) return policies for more than 
a dozen popular retailers.  Generally, you should try to return products in the original 
packaging.  This will increase the odds that your package will be accepted.  If you 
received a gift receipt, bring it with you.  This will speed up the return process.  Ms. Taylor 
suggests that you might consider exchanging the gift for another product in the store.   
I know from experience that outside the standard return window, merchants will often 
allow you to exchange an undesired gift for something in their store that you prefer.  Of the 
merchants that Ms. Taylor listed, Nordstrom has the easiest return policy.  “There are no 
time limits for Nostroms returns, which means, yes, you can return an item ten days or ten 
years after purchase.”  Hopefully, Nordstrom avoids bankruptcy and closure.  The most 
restrictive policies belong to Apple and Best Buy; at 14 days and 15 days, respectively.   

 
LOST, OFF-SCREEN WINDOWS  
Even with two monitors, my program windows sometimes migrate off the screens.  This 
can become very frustrating, especially if the window contains unsaved work and you 
can’t recall how to move or recenter it.  Founder and CEO of How-To Geek, Lowell 
Heddings’ key takeaway from the article linked above provides two methods to return a 

lost window to your desktop.  “Press Alt+Tab to select the lost 
window, then hold the Windows key and tap the left or the right 
arrow key to snap the window back onto the screen.  On 
Windows 10, you can right-click the taskbar and click “Cascade 
Windows” to move every window back onto the desktop.”   
Mr. Heddings says that this problem is common if you use two 
monitors.  When one monitor is disconnected, windows that 
were last opened on the other monitor can become lost.  In my 
case, I use a switch that connects four computers to the same 
Keyboard, Video, and Mouse (i.e., a KVM switch).  I have a 
server connected to the switch that is always on and when I 
shut down my primary computer, the switch displays the 
server, the only device producing a video signal.  After 
selecting the missing window using Alt+Tab, you can also 
shift+right-click the taskbar and select move.  Then use the 
arrow keys to move the wayward window onto your desktop. 

Macy’s, Nordstrom, JCPenny, and other legacy brands were hurt by the pandemic lockdowns and changes 
in consumer shopping habits.  They are at risk of closure and are trying to change their business models. 
See Rachel Uda’s article on Katie Couric Media Is This the Death of the Department Store As We Know It? 

https://www.lifesavvy.com/156528/how-to-do-gift-returns-at-major-retailers/
https://www.howtogeek.com/310/bring-misplaced-off-screen-windows-back-to-your-desktop-keyboard-trick/
https://katiecouric.com/news/business-and-tech/are-department-stores-closing/
https://www.howtogeek.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/click-cscade.png?trim=1,1&bg-color=000&pad=1,1
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ANDROID APPS IN WINDOWS 11 
You may be asking yourself why and not how to install Android apps in Windows 11.  
However, some Android apps might prove useful in the Windows 11 environment.  
Convenience and desktop real estate are two good reasons to consider Android apps in 
Windows.  Microsoft collaborated with Amazon and at present only apps obtained from the 
Amazon app store can be installed.  Staff Writer for TrustedReviews.com, Gemma Ryles 
provides this straightforward set of instructions for installing Android apps. 

• Go to the Microsoft Store 
• Go to the Amazon Appstore 
• Click on Install 
• Sign in 
• Follow the instructions 
• Sign in 
• Download the Android apps you want 

What Android apps are useful in the Windows 11 environment?  Jason Currie at 
MakeUseOf.com says that there are 6 Android Apps That You’d Actually Want to Install 
on Windows 11.  For instance –  

1.  The Kindle app is an obvious pick if you use a Kindle eReader or have an Amazon 
account.  If you use a Kindle, you can pick up your book and magazine reading where you 
left off on your Kindle or phone. 
2.  If you visit Reddit often, the Sync app is a useful, full-featured app for browsing Reddit 
on the go.  Sync features secure login, comments, messaging, profiles, etc. 
3.  If you use Microsoft Outlook on a touchscreen device like the Microsoft Surface Pro, 
you are likely familiar with touch control difficulties.  The Android (i.e., mobile) version of 
MS Outlook has no such touch control issues on touchscreen devices. 
4.  Apple says that they are working to develop a Windows program for Apple TV but at 
present, Apple TV does not run natively in Windows.  The Apple TV app solves this issue. 
5.  If you are using Apple Music, it does not run natively in Windows.  You can access 
your music library from a Windows 11-based computer using the Apple Music app. 

Hopefully, Microsoft continues to refine Windows 11 to allow the installation of apps from 
outside the Amazon App Store.  I can think of about 10 apps that I would like to install on 
my Windows 11 system. 
 
ANTIVIRUS SECURITY TIP 
If one anti-virus program provides good protection from viruses and malware, two antivirus 
programs must provide twice the protection [FALSE].  Two antivirus programs will conflict 
with each other and slow down your PC.  I often find multiple antivirus programs running 
on the PCs that I repair.  I have found Norton products bundled with numerous programs 
and apps and it’s easy to have a second antivirus loaded onto your PC without your 
knowledge.  Microsoft Defender Antivirus is effective and included with Microsoft 
Windows.  I advise adding a stand-alone anti-malware program like Malwarebytes.  The 
free version of Malwarebytes will detect malware, ransomware, and other threats.  

https://www.trustedreviews.com/how-to/how-to-download-android-apps-on-windows-11-4274853
https://www.makeuseof.com/android-apps-want-to-install-windows-11/
https://www.malwarebytes.com/
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Freshly Squeezed Reviews 
Freshly Squeezed Review: Podcasts That Uncover Buried Treasure | YMP Now 
By Frank Petrie, Jr. / June 1, 2022 
 
In this review, I want to tell you about three podcasts I have found indispensable. They range in 
length anywhere from 7 minutes to 15 minutes. However, they have in common one thing: revealing 
hidden, extremely productive features cloaked in Apple’s apps. Features turn what you thought was a 
basic, mundane, unimaginative app into a tiny, powerful gem. 
 
And that’s the reoccurring theme that draws me to all three of these podcasts. You’ll find that Apple 
has quietly “borrowed” features from other third-party apps and incorporated them into their stable of 
included apps to make them much more valuable. You only have to know where the treasure is 
buried. 
 
1) ScreenCastsOnline. (DISCLAIMER: I’m a contributor to their monthly magazine.) 
ScreenCastsOnline has been around forever. Every Tuesday, they produce short tutorials; on 
Fridays, they produce half-hour deep dives. In addition, ScreenCastsOnline has numerous presenters 
who will walk you through apps that you never heard of and show you how they could possibly fill a 
hole in your everyday computing life. 
 
But I would like to focus on the short-length Tuesday episodes. These cover a range of topics. For 
example, many episodes introduce you to apps you weren’t aware of that are included in your Setapp 
subscription. Once introduced to said app, you’re taken through its paces and how it could benefit 
your daily routine. And when Apple releases a new macOS, they like to point out new features added 
to some apps as basic as Notes. 
 
(ScreenCastsOnline requires a subscription that avails you of a back catalog of their podcasts and 
magazines. It also has its own Mac, iOS, and Apple TV apps for consumption.) 
 
2) Macmost. Hosted by Gary Rosenweig, Gary takes this idea and gives it a slight twist. He’ll not only 
show you things you didn’t know you could do with something like Number’s tables but proposes 
simple yet innovative ways to incorporate them into your professional or personal workflow. 
 
The fun part is he starts with, “I was wondering if… “. He then tells you what he’s setting out to 
achieve, explains his thought process on accomplishing his objective, and finally, the solution he 
arrived at to make it a reality. Even if you don’t wind up using the formula he figured out, it’s 
fascinating to simply watch his process of sussing out the problem. He reminds me of Bill Nye, the 
Science Guy, only with a keyboard. 
 
3) Proper Honest Tech (YouTube). I stumbled on this channel a month ago but was immediately 
hooked. So much so that after one episode, I started in with binge-watching. The host uncovers so 
many buried features in Maps alone; I have watched that episode alone numerous times with my 
iPhone firmly in hand, learning every uncovered function available. 
 
It’s not unusual for me to finish an episode of these podcasts and start 
deleting apps that can be accomplished with Apple’s provided apps once you know how to achieve 
the same outcome you had procured the third-party app for. One less app means more space on your 
drive and possibly one less thing to irritate your collection of apps or your OS. 
 
Take part of your afternoon and check them out. You won’t regret it.  ©2022 Frank Petrie 

https://ympnow.com/2022/04/09/freshly-squeezed-review-podcasts-that-uncover-buried-treasure/
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Photo / Graphic Design of the Month 
 

 
 

-- New Year’s Day at Augustine Golf Club -- 
Stafford, Virginia – 44° and fog  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Photo by Carolyn Fota – 1/1/23, ~09:15 AM, Pixel 6a (f/1.8 4.44mm) 

https://www.golfaugustine.com/
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Graphic (Fractal) Design by Cliff Dalseide 
 

-- The Palace Ceiling – 
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EVENTS IN COMPUTER HISTORY  
Paraphrase and additions to the Iceni Technology Blog by Iceni Technology Contributor Rebecca 
Coe and historical data from the websites http://www.computerhope.com/history/, 
http://www.historyorb.com/, and http://computerhistory.org/. 
 
 

 
 
-- Feb 1 -- 
1st US satellite (Explorer I) was launched in 
1958. 
 
 
 
-- Feb 1 -- 

 
Perhaps marking the end of the slide rule, the 1st scientific hand-held 
calculator (HP-35) was introduced for $395 in 1972. 
 
 

 

-- Feb 1 -- 
The Intel 80286 processor was introduced in 1982. 
 
-- Feb 1 -- 
Sun Microsystems began the development of Java Technology (1991). 
 
-- Feb 2 -- 

 
The Polygraph machine (lie detector) was used for the first time 
(1935) 
 
 
 
 

-- Feb 2 -- 
Radio Shack officially started the production of TRS-80 computers 
(1977). 
 
-- Feb 4 -- 

Mark Zuckerberg launched “Thefacebook,” which later becomes Facebook (2004). 

http://www.iceni.com/blog/events-in-computing-history-%e2%80%93-september/
http://www.computerhope.com/history/
http://www.historyorb.com/
http://computerhistory.org/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0e/HP_35_Calculator.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ea/TRS-80_Model_3_01.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/8/8d/KL_Intel_i286.jpg/330px-KL_Intel_i286.jpg
https://thisdayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/polygraph.jpeg
http://sortingoutscience.net/wp-content/uploads/2008/01/ig-02-explorer-02.jpg


10 

-- Feb 4 -- 
 
 
 
 
EA releases The Sims, the best-selling PC game in 
history (2000).  
 
 
 
 

-- Feb 5 -- 
Computer hackers tried to steal $1 billion from the Federal Reserve Bank 
of New York using Bangladesh banking codes.  The hackers managed to 
steal $81 million before a typo alerted the authorities (2016). 
 
-- Feb 6 -- 

 
Jack Kilby of Texas Instruments filed a patent for the 
integrated circuit (1959).  Kilby’s patent application was 
titled "miniaturized electronic circuits."  The patent was one 
of 60 that Kilby holds.  While Kilby has the earliest patent 
on the "integrated circuit," it was Robert Noyce, later co-
founder of Intel, whose parallel work resulted in a practical 
device. 

 
-- Feb 7 -- 
 
 
 
 
Doug Ross presented a paper on gestalt 
programming at the Western Joint Computer 
Conference in Los Angeles (1956).  Ross had 
experimented with the programming while working 
for the Air Force and Emerson Electric Co. 

http://s7.computerhistory.org/is/image/CHM/500003095-03-01?$re-story-hero$
https://m.media-amazon.com/images/M/MV5BNzI2NmZkYzktNzE0My00ZmViLTg4MzQtMTZkZjdlMzViNzdlXkEyXkFqcGdeQXVyNjY5NTM5MjA@._V1_.jpg
https://images.computerhistory.org/tdih/feb-7-westernjointdougross.jpg?w=600
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-- Feb 8 -- 

 
 
C.D. Lake, H.H. Aiken, F.E. Hamilton, and B.M. Durfee 
filed a calculator patent for the Automatic Sequence 
Control Calculator, commonly known as the Harvard 
Mark I on February 8, 1945. The Mark I was a large 
automatic digital computer that could perform the four 
basic arithmetic functions and handle 23 decimal places.   
A multiplication took about five seconds. 
 
 
 
-- Feb 10 -- 

 
 
 
IBM computer Deep Blue became the first computer to win a game 
of chess against a reigning (human) chess champion, Gary 
Kasparov (1996).  In the first game of a six-game match, IBM's 
Deep Blue chess computer defeated the world champion.  
Kasparov would eventually win the series 4-2 but would lose to 
Deep Blue in a re-match a year later. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
-- Feb 12 -- 
Jonathan Rotenberg founded the Boston Computer Society on 
February 12, 1977.  Four people attended the first meeting of this 
group, whose membership eventually reached several thousand.  
Early topics of discussion for the society included Community Use of 
Personal Computers and The Minicomputer Goes to the Racetrack. 
 
-- Feb 12 -- 

 
 
Alexander Graham Bell makes the first long-distance 
telephone call between Boston and Salem, Massachusetts 
(1877).  No witches were hung at this time. 
 
 
 

http://common.ziffdavisinternet.com/encyclopedia_images/_MARK1.GIF
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/be/Deep_Blue.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/thumb/d/d5/Boston_Computer_Society_Logo.jpg/220px-Boston_Computer_Society_Logo.jpg
https://thisdayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/Bell-Plaques2_005-copy-300x251.jpg
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-- Feb 13 -- 
 
 
Apollo Computer was incorporated in Chelmsford, 
Massachusetts (1980).  Apollo helped create the 
original workstations, small but powerful computers 
mostly used for engineering.  In 1989, Hewlett-
Packard Company acquired Apollo for $476 million. 
 
 
 
-- Feb 14 -- 

John Mauchly and J. Presper Eckert 
unveiled the ENIAC at the University of 
Pennsylvania (1946).  The ENIAC 
calculated 5,000 operations per second 
-- 1,000 times faster than its 
contemporaries. Impressive in size as 
well as strength, the machine occupied 
over 1,500 square feet, weighed 30 
tons, and used 18,000 vacuum tubes. 
 

 
 
-- Feb 16 -- 
 
The first computer Bulletin Board System (Ward & Randy's CBBS, 
Chicago) became operational in 1978. 
 

-- Feb 16 -- 
The first 911 phone system in the U.S. became operational in Haleyville, AL (1968). 
 
-- Feb 16 -- 

IBM introduced the IBM Portable Personal Computer, an early 
portable computer (1984). It featured a 4.77MHz Intel 8088 
processor, 256KB RAM, a 9-inch amber monitor, a 5.25″ floppy 
drive, and the DOS 2.1 operating system. It weighed 30 pounds and 
cost $2,795. Try setting that on your lap. 
 

 
-- Feb 17 -- 
The retail launch of Windows 2000 occurred (2000). 
 

 
 

http://s7.computerhistory.org/is/image/CHM/102626961-03-01?$re-zoomed$
http://cdn2-b.examiner.com/sites/default/files/styles/image_content_width/hash/1c/8c/1c8ca080c54495846e2c438788f6ae46.jpg?itok=zuu5U4PB
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/B-Eh05gIMAIrzLE.png
https://thisdayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/800px-IBM-portable-PC-01-300x199.jpg
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-- Feb 18 -- 
Following successful sales of IMSAI 8080 computers by mail-order 
(IMS Associates, Inc.) and through independent dealers, IMSAI 

founder Bill Millard decided to launch a franchise operation of computer retail stores.  
Initially called Computer Shack, the first ComputerLand franchise store opened on South 
Street in Morristown, New Jersey (1977).  The chain changed its name to avoid a lawsuit 
over similarities to the name Radio Shack.  ComputerLand became the largest computer 
retailer by the mid-1980s, peaking at approximately 800 stores in the United States, 
Canada, Europe, and Japan. 
 
-- Feb 18 -- 
Television signals were first successfully transmitted from Washington 
D.C. to New York City over an AT&T coaxial cable (1946). 
And you thought cable TV was invented in the 1980s! 
 
-- Feb 19 -- 
The first warrant was issued to search a computer storage device (1978).  Requirements 
were similar to the warrant obtained to search a home.  However, the precedent this 
warrant set forced those seeking to protect their data from law enforcement to use 
increasingly sophisticated methods of encryption. 
 
-- Feb 19 -- 

 
 
 
 
NASA's Mars Odyssey space probe begins to 
map the surface of Mars using its thermal 
emission imaging system (2002). 
 
 
 

 
 
-- Feb 20 -- 
A bomb blamed on Unabomber Theodore John "Ted" Kaczynski 
exploded near a computer store in Salt Lake City (1987). 
 
-- Feb 23 -- 

 
The discovery of the first mobile phone virus, Cabir, was announced.  
Specifically, Cabir is a worm that infects phones running the Symbian OS.  
Whenever an infected phone is activated, the message “Caribe” is displayed.  
Infected phones also attempt to spread the virus through Bluetooth signals. 
 
 

http://unconfirmedbreakingnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/the-unabomber.jpg
https://eaae-astronomy.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/MarsOdyssey20101216-440x275.jpg
https://thisdayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/cabir.jpeg
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-- Feb 25 -- 
The Automatically Programmed Tools (APT) language was demonstrated (1959).  APT is 
an English-like language that tells tools how to work and is mainly used in computer-
assisted manufacturing.  A New Yorker article from March 28 observed: “The Air Force 
announced today that it has a machine that can receive instructions in English - figure out 
how to make whatever is wanted- and teach other machines how to make it.  An Air Force 
general said it will enable the United States to build a war machine that nobody would 
want to tackle. Today it made an ashtray.” 
 
-- Feb 26 -- 
 
Tim Berners-Lee introduced WorldWideWeb, the first web 
browser and WYSIWYG HTML editor (1991). 
 
 
 
 
-- Feb 27 -- 

 
 
Perhaps a visionary but failed attempt at the future iPad, Apple 
discontinued the development of the Newton computer (1998). 
 
 
 

-- Feb 27 -- 
Windows Server 2008 (sometimes abbreviated as "Win2K8" or 
"W2K8") was officially released on February 27, 2008. 
 
-- Feb 27 -- 

The National Security Agency (NSA) retired 
the Harvest Computer on February 27, 
1976.  The IBM 7950 (Harvest) ceased 
operating after 14 years of NSA service.  
The Harvest, delivered in 1962, was a one-
of-a-kind adjunct to the Stretch computer.  It 
was designed for cryptanalysis by James H. 
Pomerene.  Its electronics, built from the 
same kind of discrete transistors used for 
Stretch, were about twice as big (physically).  
Harvest added a small number of 
instructions to the Stretch, was attached to 
it, and could not operate independently. 
 

https://static01.nyt.com/images/2013/06/10/technology/10bits-ibm-stretch-harvest/10bits-ibm-stretch-harvest-tmagArticle-v3.jpg
http://www.oldcomputers.net/pics/newton-pen.jpg
https://msdnshared.blob.core.windows.net/media/TNBlogsFS/BlogFileStorage/blogs_technet/instan/WindowsLiveWriter/RODCsandPortExhaustion_942B/logo-ms-ws08-v_2.png
https://thisdayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/screensnap2_24c-300x222.gif
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-- Feb 27 -- 
USRobotics introduced the V.92 modem standard (2001).  
 
 

 

-- Feb 27 -- 
CompUSA announced that it would close 126 retail stores by 
June and restructure its remaining 103 stores (2007). 
Eventually, those 103 stores also close.  Once a major player 

in the computer retail sales market, CompUSA was eventually purchased by Systemax. 
Systemax now runs 35 stores bearing the CompUSA name. 
 
-- Feb 27 -- 
Microsoft released the WorldWide Telescope (WWT) program (2008). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-- Feb 28 -- 

 Jay Wright Forrester was issued a patent for computer core memory (i.e., 
coincident current magnetic core memory) on February 28, 1956.  Forrester's 
invention of the "multi-coordinate digital information storage device" became 
the standard memory device for digital computers until supplanted by solid-
state (semiconductor) RAM in the mid-1970s. 
 

https://www.usr.com/files/7214/2386/3433/5686G_Angle.jpg
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-- Feb 28 -- 
The first color television sets using the NTSC standard were offered for 
sale to the general public (1954).  NTSC is the standard used in most of 
North and South America, Japan, and a few other places in the world. 
 
 
 
-- Feb 28 --  

Discoverer 1 was launched (1959) – The first of a series of 
satellites that were part of the CORONA reconnaissance 
satellite program.  It was launched on a Thor-Agena A 
rocket from Vandenberg Air Force Base in California.  It 
was a prototype of the KH-1 (keyhole) satellite but did not 
contain either a camera or a film capsule.  It was the first 
satellite launched toward the South Pole in an attempt to 
achieve a polar orbit but was 
unsuccessful.  The film return 

capsule carried its own small solid-fuel retro motor to 
deorbit at the end of the mission with mid-air recovery of the 
returning capsule by a specially equipped aircraft.  Of the 
ten KH-1 satellites launched, only one (Discoverer 9) 
resulted in the successful return of film.  A declassified CIA 
report concluded that "Today, most people believe the 
Discoverer 1 landed somewhere near the South Pole." 
 
-- Feb 29 -- 

 
Orders for the Raspberry Pi single-board computers were 
accepted after 3 years of research and development (2012).  
The board – no bigger than a credit card – housed an ARM 
processor at 700 MHz.  Introductory prices were $25 and $35. 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corona_(satellite)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corona_(satellite)
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c4/Discoverer-1.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/c/c3/Fairchild_C-119J_Flying_Boxcar_recovers_CORONA_Capsule_1960_USAF_040314-O-9999R-001.jpg/774px-Fairchild_C-119J_Flying_Boxcar_recovers_CORONA_Capsule_1960_USAF_040314-O-9999R-001.jpg?20081029205656
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Who's Who in the FPCUG 
 

Officers 
Office Name * Email Address 

President Patrice Davis president@fpcug.org 
Vice President Bill Farr vicepresident@fpcug.org 
Secretary Frank Fota secretary@fpcug.org 
Treasurer Rick Neil treasurer@fpcug.org 

 
Directors and Trustees 

Office Name * Email Address 

Directors Josh Cockey directors@fpcug.org 
 Ed Alexander  
 -- Vacant --  
Trustees Jon Beckett trustees@fpcug.org 
 -- Vacant --  

 Johnny Creech 
“Agent of Record” 

 

 
Chairmen & Representatives 

Office Name * Email Address 

APCUG Representative Frank Fota apcug_rep@fpcug.org 
Newsletter Editor Frank Fota newsletter@fpcug.org 
Webmaster Josh Cockey webmaster@fpcug.org 
Publicity Representative -- Vacant --  

 
Special Interest Workshop Leaders 

Workshop Leader * Email Address 
Open-Source Software Canceled indefinitely Request Info. 
   

 
 

* NOTE:  If you do not receive a response to an email message sent to one of the FPCUG 
officers (or group of officers) above, feel free to contact me at fotafm@gmail.com and I will 
forward the email as appropriate. 
 
 

FPCUG Facebook Page         FPCUG Meetup Page
  

NEED COMPUTER HARDWARE/SOFTWARE HELP? 
Post your questions on the email communications platform FPCUG-Helpdesk@groups.io 

http://www.fpcug.org/fb-whos.php
mailto:president@fpcug.org
mailto:vicepresident@fpcug.org
mailto:secretary@fpcug.org
mailto:treasurer@fpcug.org
mailto:directors@fpcug.org
mailto:trustees%20@fpcug.org
mailto:apcug_rep@fpcug.org
mailto:newsletter@fpcug.org
mailto:webmaster@fpcug.org
mailto:fotafm@gmail.com
mailto:fotafm@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Fredericksburg-Personal-Computer-Users-Group-FPCUG-140901812664978/?fref=ts
https://www.meetup.com/fredericksburg-pc-users-group-fpcug/
https://www.meetup.com/fredericksburg-pc-users-group-fpcug/
https://www.facebook.com/Fredericksburg-Personal-Computer-Users-Group-FPCUG-140901812664978/?fref=ts
https://www.meetup.com/fredericksburg-pc-users-group-fpcug/
mailto:FPCUG-Helpdesk@groups.io

